
Subject: SADPD Consultation 2020 
 
I am concerned that the current consultation does not fully match the requirements of a public 
consultation, especially one which has such serious consequences. As the Consultation Plan 
Document says, COVID - 19 has caused many restrictions including the normal issue of hard copies 
and a lack of public meetings and events.  While Woking’s planning department may feel “satisfied 
that the relevant regulation on consultation can be satisfied”, there seem to be issues which need to 
be questioned and some of these are given below. 
 
1)  Point 2 in the document says that USB sticks and hard copies can be made available for residents 
without internet access.  However it is not at all clear how such residents will know about this 
availability.  How were they informed and how many request were made? In particular, it seems that 
all the posters etc pointed to a website, which would not be usable information for anyone without 
internet access. 
 
2)  Point 2 also says that virtual meetings would be held.  While these meetings may have been 
useful, they clearly did not compensate for full public meetings. (NB they would also only be 
accessible via the internet).  In the past there have been a series of public meetings across the 
Borough with 200-300 residents attending most of these events.  Four virtual meetings, with a small 
number of residents at each, hardly seems to be a satisfactory alternative, especially as this is 
apparently the last chance to save large areas of Green Belt in the Borough.  How many people 
attended these meetings and were there any unsatisfied requests for more meetings? 
 
3)  Point 3 states that this consultation “will reflect the scope and duration of consultation held at 
the regulation 19 stage”, but then says that it is “only about the proposed main modifications” which 
implies that the scope is more limited. Given that these statements appear to be contradictory, how 
do residents know how to respond? Confusion on the allowable responses is bound to inhibit the 
consultation and limit residents who will attempt to take part. 
 
4)  in previous consultations and planning applications, residents’ comments are publicly available 
throughout the process - but this does not appear to be the case with this consultation. Is this not a 
requirement with consultations of this type? Can you also confirm that all responses will be 
considered and available to the inspector and all residents. 
 
5)  in a recent planning application for West Byfleet (Sheer House) over 600 local residents received 
a notification by post.  How many residents received a notification by post of this consultation? 
Given the many current restrictions surely this should have been a necessary requirement. Even if 
residents did receive notification. Did the notification advise them of the virtual meetings, the 
availability of documents on a UBS stick or printed, the end date/time of the consultation and a clear 
explanation of the exact scope of the consultation 
 
The current petition to protect the Green Belt was signed by over 2,700 residents, which clearly 
shows that this policy is very unpopular.  It also follows similar large scale protests and petitions in 
the last sex years, all of which mad it very clear that residents throughout the Borough are extremely 
unhappy that the Green Belt is being targeted without good reason.  The figures do not provide 
sufficient evidence to fully justify the removal of any Green Belt in the Borough and I would ask 
Woking Planning Department to review and revise their recommendation. 
 
Regards 
 
Cllr Mary Bridgeman 


